In the Loop

Bringing the Aleutians East Borough, the AEB School District and Eastern Aleutian Tribes
together by sharing common goals.

Fireworks Sales and Use Throughout
Much of Alaska Are Suspended
The Alaska State Fire Marshal’s Office wants
everyone to know that the fire danger throughout
Alaska remains high. Therefore, the sale and use
of fireworks in many areas of the state are
prohibited until further notice, including Western
Alaska. According to Lloyd Nakano, Assistant
State Fire Marshal, the fireworks suspension includes the Aleutians East Borough.
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For more information, call (907) 269-5905. In addition, the Division of Forestry is reminding
residents and visitors that a burn closure remains in effect on state, private and municipal lands
throughout Alaska, except for the North Slope. For more information, read the press releases
below.

For Immediate Release

June 19, 2015

Fireworks Suspension Expanded

The Alaska State Fire Marshal’s Office has added three more localities to be included in the
immediate suspension on fireworks in accordance with Alaska Administrative Code 50.025 Fire
Code. In cooperation with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources / Division of Forestry the
suspension will include the sale and use of all fireworks and will be in effect for the following
areas:


Copper River Valley



Fairbanks North Star Borough



Kenai Borough



Matanuska Susitna Borough



Municipality of Anchorage



Tanana Valley north of the Alaska Range



Western Alaska
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It is furthermore highly recommended that all areas of the state not use fireworks and that you
check your local laws regarding consumer fireworks. Fireworks not only pose a fire danger, but
also have a tendency to cause physical injuries and children should never be allowed to play with
fireworks. Together we can make Alaska a safe state.
REMEMBER: FIRE SAFETY IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY
For more information contact: Michael Warzewick
Training and Education Bureau – Public Education Coordinator
645 Cope Industrial Way, Palmer, AK 99645 – Voice (907) 746-5062 – Fax (907) 745-4529
press release - Alaska State Fire Marshall Public Education Office

Burn Closure Remains in Effect throughout Alaska
(Fairbanks, AK) – Despite a burn closure that is in effect for pretty much the entire state,
Division of Forestry firefighters continue to chase down reports of campfires, debris burns and
other activities currently prohibited due to the high fire danger that persists throughout Alaska.
There were 152 new fires reported in Alaska over the weekend and while lightning has been the
cause for the majority of new fires, many human-caused fires are still being reported. On
Saturday, for example, 17 of the 67 new fires reported to the Alaska Interagency Coordination
Center were started by humans.
The Division of Forestry reminds residents and visitors that a burn closure remains in effect on
state, private and municipal lands throughout Alaska, with the exception of the North Slope.
Burning is currently prohibited on the Kenai Peninsula, Municipality of Anchorage, MatanuskaSusitna Borough, Tanana Valley, Copper River Valley and western Alaska. The state closure
covers Game Management Units 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24 and 25.
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The state closure pertains to all open burning, including campfires, burn barrels, debris burning
and charcoal grills, even in established fire rings or grills. Gas grills and backpacking or camps
stoves that use fuel or compressed canisters that can be regulated and shut off are still permitted
for use.
As of Monday morning, there were 186 active fires burning in the state. Given the high number
of fires and the personnel assigned to those fires, the state’s firefighting resources are becoming
very limited, forcing fire managers to prioritize resources. Responding to human-caused fires
only exacerbates an already serious situation.
The burn closure will remain in effect until further notice and the public will be notified when it
is lifted. It will take a substantial rainfall to ease the high fire danger conditions across the state
and that has not happened yet.
CONTACT: Tim Mowry, 907-356-5512, tim.mowry@alaska.gov
press release - Department of Natural Resources

Got News?
If you have news you’d like to share or if you’d like to subscribe, please
email ltanis@aeboro.org or call Laura Tanis at (907) 274-7579.

Thank you for reading In the Loop. If you would like to subscribe or
unsubscribe, please send an email to ltanis@aeboro.org. For more
information about our communities, our people, and our fisheries,
please visit us at www.aleutianseast.org and www.aebfish.org. For
the latest news, find us on Facebook:
Link to AEB's Facebook page
Link to King Cove's Facebook page
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